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Misslc4 permanente d’lsrad) e hl_'!'?lvb .
aupigs de P'Office des Nations Unies : ‘ ATTMRBA NIRG TR "_I"?
et des O-ganis: tions Internationales & Gendve THYAD EPRIRTIEN RN

H.E. Ambassador Migrtin Thoeghian Uhomoibhi
President of the Huthan Rights Coundil _
Office of the High Kommissioner for Human
Rights ;

Paleis des Nations, (1-121] Geneva 10

7 January 2008

Exzellency,

T wiould like to draw your attention to the sequence of events during this:past two weeks that led
t0 the O)seration “Cast Lead” against Hamas and affiliated Palestinian tefrorist groups in the Gaza
Sttip. Thz information I am providing In this letter accurately reflectsithe Israeli Govemment's
pe spactive on the events. Hopefully it will dispel the vast amounts of rhisinformation which have
benn dire slating in recent days, : -

On Satuhiay, 27 of December 2008, Israel decided to exercise its legitithate right of self-defense
uncler intzrnational Law, by launching Operation "Cast Lead” to protec} the ditizens of southern
Isriel, wt o were being subjected to daily Hamas rocket and mortar fire, : »

- It should be noted that Israel has compietely withdrew all soldiers anif! citizens from the Gaza
Strio. Sirce Hamag - violently took POWer in Gaza, it has renounced] all previous Palestinian
agreemer ts with Israel, has applied a regime of vialent oppression towaikls the Gaza citizens, and
carried ot constant offenses against the Israeli residents in Sderot, the Negev, and other areas '
bor dering Gaza, The Iranian backed, trained and armed Hamas, is an extremist Jihadist group,
recognize'] by many states as a terrorist organization. Israel’s aim in the[(peration “Cast Lead” is
to protect its citizens, to weaken the ability of the Hamas to terrorize Soiithern Tsrael and to bring
a new security realm to the region. .

Not only 1hat Hamas used the period of calm to build up it's arsenal toletttack Israell divilians, it
has every intention of cortinuing to do so, Dozens of Kassam and Gradl (Katyusha) rockets are
firet] dally at an ever-expanding range of towns and cities in Southemn Istzel. Only yesterday, one
of the rockets reached the dty of Gedera, 45 km from the Gaza stripl' Almast a million Israeli
civil ans five within the range of these rockets. Constant air raid sirens mifian that the entire south
of Israel lnoks like ore huge ghost town. Classes at all schools in the siuth of Israel have been
completely suspended. Rusinesses are shut down, adding more pressure g the population.
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N demc cratic country in the world would ailow is soverelgnty to be viclated and its ditizens to be
subjected to terror attacks on a dally basis. Israet only embarked on this operation after it had
exhausted every other possibility. For years, in the face of constant error attacks from Gaza,
Israel aced with restraint and made every attempt to avoid confrontation, '

I would | ke you to keep in mind that the humanitarian situation of innotnt Palestinian civilians in
Geza Is 210 a major source of concem for Israel, The Palestinians are hot our enemies, they are
our neighibors. We will continue to conduct the military activities againkt Hamas terrorists, while
apolying the highest moral standards towards the Palestinian civilian population, Last week, for .
instance, Palestinian children, who were accidentally injured by Hamas fire, received treatment in
Schneide - Hospital in Petah Tiqva. Shipments of food and aid are conitantly allowed into Gaza,
despite the danger Hamas attacks pose to the carriers of these humafiitarian shipments by the
diract and deliberate targeting of the crossings, Those shipments incjude food, WHO medical
equipment, Red Cross relief equipment, UNRWA donations, Palestiniani private sector trucks, as
well as donations from European and Arab countries. :

While Israel is making every possible effort to minimize the loss of innocent civillans in Gaza,
Hames is exclusively and indisctiminately targeting dvilian institutlons such as schoals,
kindergar 'ens, shopping centers and houses inside Israel. Furthermaie, Hamas uses its own
populatio 1 as human shieids, calling upon the residents of Gaza to ignore the warnings from Israal
to 2vacuz te sensitive focations, The terrorists attempt to hamper the effective distribution of aid,
in nrder t intensify the international visibility of a self-made crisis.

The; Israe i paople want to live in peace with their Palestinian neighbors, Fais can be achieved only
thtaugh direct bilateral negotiations between the Israeli governmint and the Palestinian
govemment, headed by President Mahmoud Abbas, to fulfill the two states vision, At the same
time, it is the duty of the Government of Israel to provide security o its citizens.

Please acvept, Excellency, the continued assurances of my highest consideration,
Yours sincerely,

Ahoron Le shno Yaar
Amaassacor
Pe_rnane tRepresentatfve

\



