Ad Hoc Committee on ‘mé:asure.s " ' 2 July 2009 -
to eliminate international terrorism - - 2ndmeeting

'Sthtemegit by Ms. Maria Telalian _(Gréece) onithe bilateral contacts and
informal meetings concerning outstanding issues relating to the draft
. comprehensive convention on international terrorism '

" Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman,

- Distinguished delegates,

Féllowﬁlg my Statemeﬁt on MOriday 29 Tune, the Cha1rman and I have
| | held ﬁaﬁhervbila.te‘r‘al coﬁ%téé_’ts with &elégétibns on the outstandiﬁg issues on
thé »dra'ﬂ c‘ompirehensji\‘/e‘ cqnxfé;iﬁbn.fhése past 'three» : day.sb. The. I\;ilateral .
contééts; Aannoun‘ced' in 'thé :J.ournal;. Wére "hg:'ld on Mondaky,’k 29 June, and
Tuesday, 30 June. Moreover, inforﬁnal Confacts Welje held with delega;tiohé.
either _,bilaterally'-.c')r in groups at diverse places withjn' the building; The :
biiatefal_ and hl_fOrnial bo‘ﬂtacts ‘Wc_ar.e held agaiﬁst the ‘backgrquqd‘-of the
general éxchange.of Views"énd informal cbhsultafcidhs held on 29 Jﬁne:' It
wés t_heréfore ﬁof _,surprisihg that délegations'tbbk 'fﬁe opportuhity' of the

bilateral contacts to make an assessment of the debate that took place, in

-~



light of stat_éments‘ made by 'delegéfions. “While some. delegations were
apprehensive about the tone and Wondered'\lvhe'ther positions’ had changed,
others viewed thev débate as a rgstatement of well knbwn previdusly held
positions. I assuréd delegatibné» of the néed to .rétain an optinﬁstic
dispdsition. I did not see the debate on 29 June as.a regressivé step. |
- Indeéd, my impressions and initial‘ instincts were Vindicat‘ed as the
Chairrﬁ,an and I met with more and”rr:lore dglegations- duriﬁg the bilateral and
inférmal" céntacts. Delegaf;idns reiterated their willingness to remain engaged ‘
: iﬁ the} .process and somé asSuréd me that the package prop’osai made in 2007
was‘ still uﬂder active consideration. Several delegations also assured me
that althoﬁgh. different la‘ngi;age was used és compared to previous years, '
* there was no intention to éhange_ or signalg ;:hange_ of pvositi’ons; but simply a
reiteration of preferred positions. Thgré was no ciesire either to revert to the .

pre 2007 position.

Negoti.ationsh_ are the art of thé‘* impossible. It is Withip our hands to
make the poésible impossiblé‘or the impbséible pbssible. In order to assist
delegations make the impossible possible if these negotiations are to be

taken to the next Ievel,-I.wish to underscore several considerations, which I



. haV"e 'r'n_entitoﬁed. in ohe \lévay‘ or anqther in the _bilétéral- contacts with ..
deleéatidns; ‘First, fhe paékagé pfoposal in 2007 was presented ‘follo'v(/ing:
" intensive consultations with dclegaj:ions,':'and is aimed at overcoming the |
B impésse fhat had been reached. As has -Beeh' fhé practice of our ne_gdtiaﬁoris
over the yéars there isa generél 'undérst'andingl: that all proposals made 'by" .
delegatibps refna'in 'on_. the table tifxtil s;lch time: that | geﬁefal ageeﬁeht 'is‘

- eventually reached. - | S R

B Secondly, the elements o’f the package as p;oPoéed in 2007 ére part of
“an 6véréll pa(*;kagé. They have to be .gppréci(at'edi and ufi_défstood agéix‘lst?thg ‘
bacl‘clgrduhdl_df the bthelf _prc'Wi‘Sionsl of the draft convent'ibn,'\in pafﬁcUiar;

draﬂ' érticle‘s (2; 3, 14, ‘1‘5,1 20.an~d‘_.22' of the draft coinprehen'siire cOnventiOn,‘A

', p_repared by the Friends of the Chaimian (A/57/37, annex I10).

| }'Thliidly,i any éttem_pt to slice .th'el ‘eleﬁieﬁts would mean affégﬁﬁng tﬁe'
oVéralI balance that is ;)ught' to-be ach_‘ievéd. It is not in the spirit of the |
bropoéél hor‘Was it the 'mg)tixr/atioﬂ be_hind it that it Wbul-d be. open tﬁ
delegations to pick and choqse which parts of the' elements -they found

favourable and to discard those they disliked.



Finally, the interpretation and apblication of the convention are the
primary'responsibili;cy of the pafties to the ;qnventi'on, The words or terr_né
which may' appear vague, obscure and indeterminatevwill haye theirv own
dynamié and assume coﬂcretenéés, clarity‘ and determinacy iﬁ speciﬁq fact
situations as relevant authorities assume their roles of interpfetatioh and
appli‘catibh.vThat is the functioning of law 1n society anci it is hapiaening now
as we speak.

It is hoped that these clariﬁéatio.ns will assist del'egaﬁor;s as they seek
' :to furthef reflect upon the elements in the light of decisions that ought to be
made gnd are necessary to completé our work. Sevéral delegations have
reiterated theif wish to take advantage of the gathering offered by the
General Assembly, in the context of tﬁe‘work of the Sixth Corhmittee, to -
achieve a ¢0nc_rete outcofne in the Fall. It is a goal that the coordinator also
shares and it is my hbpe that together we can achieve such a positivé'-re.sﬁit;
Thex intérsessioﬂal period_ will be key to ;'ealise the kind of result that is
anticipated in the Fall. I urge delegations to continue to be éngagéd as we

~ move forward.



In conclusion, I would be remiss if I did not thank all delegations for
their assistance and Cooperation; their willingness to talk and offer ideas has -

- been a source of inspiration and satisfaction.

Thank you.



