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Mr .  Cha i rman ,

I  have the honour  to  speak on behar f  o f  the European Union.

The Acceding Countr ies Bulgar ia  and Romania,  the Candidate Countr ies Croat iax
and the former  Yugoslav Republ ic  o f  Macedoniax,  the Countr ies of  the
Stabi l isat ion and Assoc iat ion Process and potent ia l  candidates Albania,  Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Montenegro, serbia, and the EFTA country Liechtenstein, member of
the European Economic Area,  as wel l  as Ukra ine and Moldova a l ign themselves
wi th  th is  dec larat ion.

x) Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republ ic of Macedonia continue to be part of
the Stabi l isat ion and Associat ion process.

At the outset,  we would l ike express our sincere appreciat ion to the delegation of
Lebanon for their construct ive cooperat ion on this draft  resolut ion. Despi ' te the
const ruct ive d ia logue wi th  the Lebanese delegat ion and notable improvements in
the text,  the European Union feels that the circumstances that led to the outbreak
of the host i l i t ies have not been ful ly addressed. We have therefore abstained in
the vote on the draft  resolut ion.

The EU remains committed to the protect ion and promotion of the human r ights of
a l l  ind iv iduals  and mainta ins that  both par t ies to  the conf l ic t  have an equal
responsibi l i ty to do everything possible to protect civi l ian populat ions and to
ref ra in  f rom act ions in  v io la t ion of  in ternat ional  humani tar ian law.  The European
Union deplores a l l  loss of  c iv i l ian l i fe  dur ing th is  conf l ic t ,  both as a resul t  o f  the
Hezbol lah rocket attacks on Israel as wel l  as the Israel i  mi l i tary operat ions in
Lebanon. We reiterate our cal l  for the immediate release of the two abducted
Israe l i  so ld iers .

The European Union cont inues to  be commit ted to  suppor t  the leg i t imate and
democrat ical ly elected government of Prime Minister Fouad Sinioia, i ts efforts to
stabi l ise the si tuat ion in the country, and to enhancing the reconstruct ion process
in the perspective of the Paris conference in January 2007.

In l ight of the brutal assassinat ion of Lebanese Industry Minister pierre Gemayel,
which the we have condemned in the strongest terms, the European Union cal ls
al l  countr ies in the r-egion to refrain from any violat ion of the sovereignty and
terr i tor ial  integri ty of Lebanon and from any interference in Lebanon's internal
affairs, in accordance with UNSC resolut ions. We encourage al l  Lebanese part ies
to reach consensus and to  resume the process of  nat ional  d ia logue.

In  order  to  be ab le to  bu i ld  long term and susta inable resul ts ,  we must  ensure
that violence wi l l  not reoccur. The pol i t ical aspects and the root causes of the
cr ises must  be deal t  w i th .  In  that  regard,  the European Union is  determined to
suppor t  the fu l l  implementat ion of  UNSCR L70L.  We ca l l  a l l  par t ies  in  the reg ion to
comply  wi th  the resolut ion.
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The EU wil l  continue to assist the Lebanese government in meeting i ts
humani tar ian and env i ronmenta l  needs and in  the rehabi l i ta t ion and
reconstruct ion process. We remain deeply concerned about the wel l  being and
safety  o f  a l l  Lebanese c iv i l ians,  in  par t icu lar  ch i ldren.

We underl ine the need to provide f i rm support to Lebanon's Government in the
reconstruction efforts.

Thank  you ,  Mr .  Cha i rman .


