United Nations Lists Every Combatant As “Civilian”
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According to the United Nations, these are photos of civilians:
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Ahmed Abu Obeid
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Saqer Abed
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Said Izzat Jaber
Which is odd, because Ahmed Abu Obeid and Saqer Abed were Islamic Jihad gunmen, killed in June 2024 during what the terror group described as a ‘fierce’ battle with Israeli soldiers. And Said Izzat Jaber, killed that same month, was a senior Islamic Jihad terrorist.
If we zoom out to look at the whole month, it becomes clear that these are hardly the only casualties misclassified by the UN. In fact, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the primary body that tallies and characterizes Palestinian casualties, currently insists every single West Bank Palestinian killed by Israel in June was a civilian. The Hamas commander? A civilian. The Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigade gunmen? Civilians. The Islamic Jihad militants? Civilians. The Hamas attackers? Civilians.
For that month, OCHA lists 34 West Bank fatalities, classifying all as civilians. B’tselem concurs with the number, but in detailing the circumstances of each death makes clear that the vast majority were combatants.
[image: ]
According to the UN’s casualty portal, all 34 of the West Bank fatalities were ‘civilians.’
The UN’s wholesale misinformation remains when zooming further. In fact, according to OCHA, each and every conflict-related death in the West Bank since January 2008 (the earliest searchable date on its casualty portal) was a civilian.
[image: ]
The UN casualty portal classifies every one of the 1,897 West Bank fatalities it counts since 2008 as ‘civilian.’
The extent of the misinformation has varied somewhat over the past few weeks. We first checked the portal on March 6, after a New York Times story cited UN casualty figures. Though OCHA didn’t acknowledge a single fatality was a member of an ‘armed group’ and insisted that every death prior to June 2024 was a civilian, it had at least allowed for the possibility that some post-June 2024 casualties weren’t civilians, categorizing several hundred casualties under the label ‘Dispute.’ But at some point between then and now, even these ’disputed’ casualties became ’civilians.’
The most generous interpretation might be that a technological glitch erased the combatants. Such generosity, though, might not be warranted. Even away from the OCHA portal, the United Nations has sought to conceal the many armed terror operatives among Palestinian casualties. In a June 4, 2024 statement, for example, UN Human Rights Chief Volker Türk and his spokesman Jeremy Laurence referenced the 505 Palestinians killed in the West Bank since Hamas’s Oct. 7, 2023 attack, chastising Israel for what they called ‘unacceptable’ and ‘wanton’ killing without offering a hint that any of the casualties were members of terror groups, or were involved in anything more than ‘throwing stones, incendiary bottles, and firecrackers.’
The UN officials whitewashed the reality, which included intense combat. In the month prior to their statement, for example, 28 (per B’tselem) or 29 (per OCHA)ⓘ Palestinians killed in the West Bank, including: three Hamas operatives, one Islamic Jihad gunman, and one a Lion’s Den militant killed in exchanges of fire; one senior Islamic Jihad terrorist; three Palestinians killed during attempted stabbing attacks on Israeli security officials; at least four killed while throwing explosives; and an armed man. These made up over half of the month’s fatalities. Additionally, one was killed while throwing stones;  one killed while throwing either stones or explosives, and according to Israel three others had been planting explosives.ⓘ (Details via B’tselem.)
A month earlier, in April 2024, the 26 (per B’tselem) or 29 (per OCHA) Palestinians killed included: a senior Hamas militant; eleven Islamic Jihad gunmen killed during exchanges of fire; two other gunmen; three Palestinians who attempted to stab Israeli security forces; two who threw explosives; and one who might have been inadvertently killed by Islamic Jihad gunmen. These made up about 75 percent of the month’s fatalities. 
Given how frequently UN casualty figures are cited in media, OCHA’s widespread misclassification of casualties could have far-reaching consequences. By labeling armed militants as ‘civilians,’ OCHA cultivates a misleading narrative that obscures the reality of armed clashes with terror groups, and instead portrays Israel as engaging in indiscriminate violence against civilians. Given how Volker Türk has talked about the violence, one might wonder if this misimpression is precisely what UN officials want. 
We’ve informed OCHA of its errors and asked about their provenance and duration. We’ll update this space with any response. 
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