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UNITED NATIONS (AP)-- Sex abuse allegations against U.N. peacekeepers and other staff more than doubled last year, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a report released Thursday, calling the increase ''deeply troubling.''

There were 121 allegations in 2004 compared with 53 allegations reported in 2003, Annan said in a report to the U.N. General Assembly.

Annan said the rise in allegations could be partly due to new measures put in place by the U.N. to encourage alleged victims to come forward.

He added that the figures collected for last year may not reflect the extent of the abuse because some victims may still be unwilling to file complaints.

The vast majority of allegations of sexual abuse and exploitation -- 105 out of the total 121 -- were leveled at U.N. peacekeepers.

Forty-five percent of allegations against peacekeepers involved sex with minors and 15 percent involved rape or sexual assault. Thirty-one percent involved prostitution with adult women and the rest involved other forms of sexual exploitation and abuse. Allegations against 53 uniformed personnel were substantiated.

Abuses have been reported in peacekeeping missions ranging from Bosnia and Kosovo to Cambodia, East Timor, West Africa and Congo. While allegations of abuse have dogged peacekeeping missions since their inception 50 years ago, the issue was thrust into the spotlight after the United Nations found earlier this year that peacekeepers in Congo had sex with Congolese women and girls, usually in exchange for food or small sums of money.

The remaining charges include:

--UNICEF, the U.N. children's agency, reported two allegations against its personnel of sex with a minor.

--The World Food Program was investigating one allegation of sexual exploitation which the report characterized as ''sex for food.''

--The Office of Internal Oversight Services, the U.N.'s internal watchdog, reported one allegation of sex with a prostitute but closed the case after the staff member resigned.

--The U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees reported 10 cases, including six that were either unsubstantiated or closed and four that were pending further investigation.

--The U.N. Volunteers Program reported two cases, including one which was dismissed and another which was pending further investigation.

In March, a report by Prince Zeid Al Hussein, Jordan's U.N. ambassador on peacekeeper sex abuse, said the U.N.'s military arm was deeply flawed and recommended withholding salaries of the guilty and requiring nations to pursue legal action against perpetrators.

