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Delegation of the Islarnic Republic of Iran on
Clustered Interactlve Dlalogue W1th
: Worklng Group on enforced or mvoluntary dlsappearances
The Spec1al Rapporteur on freedom of religion or bellef
19th session of HRC, . |
"~ 6 March 2012

- \Madam, Premdent

* Twould 11ke to thank the Spe01a1 Rapporteur for h1s report on the o
freedom of religion or belief in which he prov1ded us W1th an

‘ aoeount of hlS act1V1tles durmg the reportmg year.

‘The right to freedom of re11g1on or the freedom to praotlce one S

religion as a fundamental human rlght has been reflected in

- many mtematlonal human rlght mstruments

| In this’ respect articles 18 of both. the Un1versa1 Deolaratlon of

Human nghts and the International Covenant on Civil and

Political ‘Rights guarantee everyones ‘right to freedom of .
~ thought, conscience and religion, as Well as the freedom to

manifest his or her religion or belief in practice and observance.

" The United Nations Human Rights Committee in its General'

Comment 22 has emphasized that this freedom encompasses the
r1ght to wear rehglously d1st1nct1ve clothing or headsoarf




In fact, the right to religious 'freedom and right to practice and
profess religion give support to rehg1ous minorities who w1sh to
perform their religious dut1es

Madam, President,

Hijab, a head covering worn in pubhc by Muslrm women, is one
of the Islamic teachings that many Muslim women practice it as-
a religious duty Thus, based on the international human rights
- standards banning on Hijab is a violation of human rights and'
rehgrous freedom and has no legal logic.

Regrettably, in recent ‘years, some European Countries have
“imposed restrictions on Islamic dress for Muslim women, and |
despite numerous discussions, some of these Countries passed
spe01al laws on bannmg the use of Islamic dress (Hijab). As a
‘result, human rrghts and freedoms of the Mushm Women and -
- girls are infringed. | o

- Madam, Pres1dent

7 Havmg sa1d that my delegatlon w1shes to put forward the ,
EE followmg quest1ons |

| Has the Spe01al Rapporteur ever examined the rlght to freedom
'~ of rehglon of Muslim minorities in the western countries in the -

- 'context of the right to mamfest and practice their rehglon‘7

T Would also apprecrate if the Special Rapporteur could elaborate
- on his activities on official and social obstacles to the enjoyment
- of the right to practice rehglon_by Mushm women in the western




~ societies. What are his recommendations to the states that
officially banned Hejab in their countries? |

I would also appreciate if the Special Rapporteur could briefly
‘explain how anti-Hejab laws negatlvely affeot or violate other

Mushm human rights.

- Madam, Pre31dent |

Let me turn to the Workmg Group on enforced or mvoluntary .
drsappearanoes as it was reflected in its report, the primary task
of the Working Group is to assist families in determining the

- fate or Whereabouts of . their members Who are reportedly S

y o

| ’_dlsappeared

By ‘now, for over twenty- erght years, from the 5th of September "
1982, contrary to. Internatronal law on Drploma’ue immunities;

- four Iranian diplomats have been abdueted by armed R

| mercenarres supported by a oertam regime m the regron | |

D1fferent ev1denoes ShOW that these d1plomats are ahve and |

are kept somewhere in the Oooup1ed Palestine by the forces of -

‘occupying regrme Hence we ask the Workmg group to do all 1ts
“efforts to olarlfy the 31tuat10n and thelr Whereabouts

Tha.nk you ’Madam Premdent,




