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Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent
Civil Society Consultations
Background Note 
Date and time: 5 April 2017, 15.00-18.00 

Venue: Palais Wilson, First floor conference room, 

52 rue des Pâquis CH-1201 Geneva, Switzerland, 
with live webcast http://webtv.un.org
1.
Introduction
The Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent (WGEPAD), established in 2002, has actively pursued the human rights concerns of people of African descent through implementation of its mandate. It holds annual thematic sessions, undertakes fact-finding country visits, responds to information and allegations received concerning its mandate under the Communications procedure and reports to United Nations Human Rights Council and the General Assembly on activities relating to the mandate. More information about the mandate and the work of the Working Group can be found on its webpage: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Racism/WGAfricanDescent/Pages/WGEPADIndex.aspx
The Working Group recognizes that much remains to be done to realize the human rights of people of African descent and it continues to have an important role in combating racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, Afrophobia and related intolerance they face. The Working Group seeks to increase its engagement with civil society organizations to further enhance the effectiveness of its work.
Amidst the current situation of racial discrimination faced by people of African descent it is crucial that the Working Group strengthens its connection to civil society working at national, regional and international levels.
The Working Group has sought to enhance its relationship with civil society through encouraging participation in its annual thematic sessions as well as an annual meeting with civil society during its closed sessions, and engagement with civil society during country visits. The Working Group also continues to play an important role in advocating for the implementation of the Programme of activities for the International Decade for People of African Descent (2015-2024).
This event aims to allow the Working Group to engage with and learn from civil society and its experiences, to ascertain the relevance of the Working Group’s work on the ground thus far, and to determine how it can be improved and enhanced in order to prevent racial discrimination faced by people of African descent. 
2.
Focus and Objectives 
The objective of the consultation is to explore new and innovative ways for the Working Group to work with civil society organizations to strengthen its work. The afternoon will include discussions on three guiding questions outlined below, exploring the key challenges of racial discrimination today and responses by civil society to combat these, engagement to date by civil society with the Working Group and suggestions to strengthen the impact of its recommendations on the ground and recommendations for priority human rights concerns which the Working Group should focus on in the next three years. 
3.
Date and Venue
The consultation will take place on 5 April 2017 at the Palais Wilson, First floor conference room, 52 rue des Pâquis CH-1201 Geneva, Switzerland. From 15:00 to 18:00 hrs. 
4.
Methodology
The Consultation will consist of two panel presentations by civil society representatives, each followed by questions, comments and discussions with participants. Each panel will be made up of three experts. The first panel will focus on the first question below which explores key human rights concerns for people of African descent and challenges faced by civil society. Panel Two will focus on questions two and three, exploring ideas to enhance the Working Group’s engagement with civil society and priority considerations for the Working Group in the coming years. 
Prior to the consultation, civil society organizations are also invited to submit written responses to the questions outlined below. Written responses should not exceed 3300 words and should be submitted electronically via email to africandescent@ohchr.org by 2 April 2017. Written responses will not be translated and should be submitted in English or French. In some cases, civil society organizations may be facilitated to participate in this event via video submissions which will be viewed during the discussions. The meeting will also be broadcast via live web cast to increase remote participation.
Questions:

1. What are the key human rights concerns of people of African descent in your country/region today and how do you work to address them?

2. How can the WGEPAD improve and enhance its engagement with civil society for greater impact on the ground? 

3. Which human rights concerns should the WGEPAD focus on in the next three years?

5.
Participants

The Working Group invites civil society organizations, as well as, national human rights institutions and independent national mechanisms that address racial discrimination to participate in the event. Other participants will include OHCHR staff working in this thematic area, and experts on people of African descent issues. 
In order to enable greater participation by civil society the meeting will also be broadcast live at http://webtv.un.org/. 
Questions and contributions are also sought on social media platforms during and after the event, using the hashtags (#fightracism #africandescent), and input will inform the discussions and recommendations.
6.
Outcome

The consultation will enhance the WGEPAD’s understanding of key human rights concerns of people of African descent today. It will also result in concrete suggestions for the Working Group on how to strengthen its engagement with civil society and to increase its impact on the most pressing human rights concerns of people of African descent. By bringing together the Working Group and civil society, the event will also strengthen collaborative efforts to implement the Programme of Activities for the International Decade for People of African Descent and international human rights law for the protection of the human rights of people of African descent. 
7.
Accreditation 

Please fill out the Conference registration form available on the website under 20th session Documentation and send it to the Secretariat by email: jfucio@ohchr.org by latest 30 March 2017:

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Racism/WGAfricanDescent/Pages/PreviousSessions.aspx 
For further information, please contact the Secretariat of the Working Group at: africandescent@ohchr.org.
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