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Mr. President
Iam makmg thls statement on behalf of the OIC. -

We take note of the reports by the Spemal Representat1ves of the Secretary'
. General on Chlldren and Armed Conflict and on Vlolence Agamst Ch11dren

. We commend the progress made since the previous report of the Spemal
Representative of the Secretary General on Children and Armed Conflict with
regard to the launch of the “Children, Not Soldiers” campalgn aimed at endlng :
recrultment of child soldlers by 2016 : , _

OIC strongly supports the promotlon and protection of children and the1r
rights. We are enjoined by Islam through a complete code of ethics to protect the
rights of children by interalia through establishing a safe and secure
environment and fulfilling all their needs This has also been underscored in the
Cairo Declaratlon

OIC shares the concerns raised in the report on two ess'ential elements."

1. The rising incidents of child abduction for recruitment w1th growmg surge
of extreme violence, and
2, The loss of precious lives of ehlldren

Both elements requlre urgent attentlon The Declaratlon on the Rights of the
Child, explicitly calls for “special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal
~ protection, before as well as after birth". We must honour our commitments.

Mr. President,

The situation of children and violence against them in occupied territories,
including torture, killing, and causing life-long disabilities should be condemned

and addressed. QIC calls upon the international community to ensure the. |

protection of children in armed conflicts in accordance with International
Human Rights and Humanitarian Laws.




_ We éhare the concerns of the SRSG on the “child left behind” especially in
conflict areas. This tragedy needs to be averted by. addressing the root causes of
conflicts, and respecting the rights of the child by all parties to conflicts.

~ OIC agrees that ICTs present both opportunities and challenges. However
" creating a safe, inclusive and empowering online environment for child remains a
challenge. This requires a serious examination of the problem and a concerted,
unified global response in the form of a strategy, while taking into account
cultural and religious values. o o

In conclusion, ‘we reaffirm our cdmmitment to combat violence against
children, not neglecting .the victims, and helping them in their recovery and
reintegration into the society. , SRR R

We _requést both the Spec_iall Representatives to share their VieWS_on
practical measures to be taken by international community to protect children in
occupied territories. - - '

I thank you.



