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Thank you, Mr. President.

The United States opposed the creation of this committee, which strems from
the deeply flawed “Goldstone Report.” We have detailed our concerns about the
Goldstone report on numerous occasions and need not repeat them here. Having
said that, we appreciate that the “Tomuschat Committee” did-not jump to

conclusions on Israeli motives or recommend follow-up in the UN.

We have congistently expl;essed our belief that allega_tions of violations of
international law that took place during the Gaza conflict Warraﬁt-effective
domestic follow-up aoﬁon. The primary 1‘esp.onsibﬂity' for inVéstigatiOps and-
follow-up rests with the parties. In this contexf,' we urge members of the Human
‘Rights Council to keep in mind that thé “T0111u$cilat Committee” reiaoﬂ did not

recommend any further UN action.



Israel has the mechanisms to investigate such questions, as the “Tomuschat
Committee” report afﬁfms. Israel is a democracy with a robusft judiciary and a
strong record of independent review of military operatidns. We welcome Israel’s
steps to investigate, establish accountability, adépt combat doctrine aimed to
enhance civilian protections during conflict, and punish those who may have
violated the law. Not all of these investigations are co'mplete, and the results are
subject to judicial review. These investigations should be given the opportunity to

conclude.

Beyond responding to specific violations, the Israeli government has also
significantly changed its military operational guidelines to better protect civilians
during conflict. The “Tomuschat Committee” report praises these changes,
'including néw procedures regarding the protection of civilians and the destriction
of private property, the integration of Humanitarian Affairs O‘fﬁcers into Israeli
army battalions, and new orders on the use of certain munitions. The Committee
stated that it was unable td determine whether Israel’s investigations fulfilled the
méndate of their mission—but these reforms, as well as Israel’s investigations,
prosecutions, and public réports, are all evidence- of ongoing credible and serious
domestic inquiries. Israel, like any other UN member state, shoul‘d be given the

opportunity to complete its work. Be_cé,use Israel has the right and the demonstrated



ability to conduct credible investigations and serious self-scrutiny, further follow-

up of the Goldstone Report by UN bodies is unnecessary and unwarranted.

We note that the “Tomuschat Committee” also reported on the Palestinian
Independent Investigation Commission. We welcome the efforts of the Palestinién
Authority to establish an investigation into the allegations of human rights
violations in the Palestinian Territories, as well as the efforts of the Palestinian

Authority to follow-up on the recommendations of the Palestinian Independent

Investigation Commission report, and hope that they will continue.

The report states that Hamas has made no serious effort to address the
allegations in the Goldstone Report. Hamas is a terrorist 01‘ganizatién that is not
willing to examine — let alone credibly - its deliberate repeated violations of
international law and impairments on the enjoyment of human rights of Israelis and
Palestinians. We appréciate tha;c the Comumittee reaffirmed that all parties,

including non-state actors, are bound by customary international law.

. Direct talks between Israelis and Palestinians have been resumed, and all
parties should help create an environment conducive to progress in these talks. -

Direct talks between the parts are the best vehicle to end this tragic conflict and -



end the human rights abuses that stem from it. We should all be working to

advance the cause of peace—not to hinder it.

Thank you, Mr. President.




