NGOs make urgent appeal to UN member states
to back Human Rights Council resolution

9 March, 2005

We [undersigned NGOs] believe that the draft resolution to establish a Human Rights Council
presented by the President of the General Assembly is a sound basis to strengthen the UN's human
rights machinery. World leaders pledged to do this when they met at the September 2005 World
Summit. We call on all states to join the consensus that has emerged in countries from all regions of the
world and to adopt the draft resolution.

The proposed Human Rights Council will be better equipped than the existing Commission on Human
Rights to address urgent, serious and long-running human rights situations wherever they occur. It will
hold more frequent meetings throughout the year instead of only one. More competitive election
procedures will encourage a membership that is more dedicated to the protection of human rights.
Instead of slates being adopted by acclamation, members must be elected individually and a higher
threshold of votes applies - at least 96 individual votes out of 191 members. A country’s human
rights record will be taken into account by those voting and those committing gross violations of human
rights can be suspended from the body. All members must fully cooperate with the Council and they
will undergo a review of their human rights record through a new universal review system that will
apply to all countries.

This is an historic opportunity to create a better human rights protection system within the United
Nations.

*We call on all members of the United Nations to ensure that the draft resolution is adopted by
consensus in the General Assembly.

*No country should call for a vote or propose amendments. To do so will seriously jeopardize this
sound and carefully balanced agreement that we have before us.

It is now time to move forward together to ensure that the new Human Rights Council is implemented in
the spirit of reform — that governments which are seriously committed to human rights should be
elected to this body to make it strong and effective.
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