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Special Meeting of the Committee on the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People in Observance of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People

AM Session: November 24, 2014
Mr. Nabil Elaraby, Secretary General of the League of Arab States (message delivered by permanent observer for the League of Arab States to the United Nations, Ahmed Amin Fathalla)

This is the message, which I will read out.  "Distinguished Secretary General, Mr. Ban Ki Moon, distinguished President of the General Assembly, President of the Security Council, Mr. permanent observer of the state of Palestine, we meet every year to express our solidarity with the Palestinian people today on the 23rd of November in accordance with resolution 3240 of the General Assembly in 1976, which established the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.  

"This day, the 24th of November, is the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, and a resolution was adopted on 1278 [?] in 2013.  And this year has been the year of solidarity with the Palestinian people so that the Palestinian people can establish their independent sovereign state with East Jerusalem as its capital.

"In this way, justice would be done to this Palestinian people after Palestine was divided by force in an illegitimate way in 1947.  The Palestinian people have faced a war imposed on them by the occupying power and this was noted also during the Israeli war on Gaza when it seized all of its maritime and air space, and unleashed a devastation which did not even spare the UNRWA buildings.

"This was the third attack of that nature on Gaza, which has been illegally and harshly blockaded for so many years now, over six years.  Gaza is still occupied by Israel and it is not true that Israel withdrew from Gaza in 2005 because actually Gaza has been besieged by Israel land, air and sea blockade.  Gaza is now virtually a prison.

"Israel has flouted international law and the relevant resolutions of the United Nations and the charter.  Israel has unleashed war.  It is a war of racism, and it has disregarded the two-state solution which it has been said has lapsed.  It has said it will not withdraw from the occupied territories, as it should in accordance with Security Council resolution 242 and 232, and it is thus flouting the international consensus calling for peace and an end to occupation.

"An effort has been made to implement that solution.  Negotiations were started, but were aborted by Israel.  The Israeli government has adopted a law to strengthen the Jewish essence of Israel and Israel is continuing its illegal practices against the Palestinian people.  

"The Palestinian Authority and President Mahmoud Abbas has managed to get international recognition of the state of Palestine and it now has observer status in the United Nations.  And this has been the case since 29 November, 2012.  This was welcomed by an overwhelming majority of members of the General Assembly and 130 countries voted in favor of the resolution recognizing the state of Palestine.

"Today, we are commemorating the day of solidarity with the Palestinian people.  Israel's contempt for international law, international humanitarian law has gone beyond every possible limit because Israel has trampled underfoot every single resolution adopted internationally.  Israel has also disregarded international public opinion and committed crimes and massacres, horrible massacres, of Palestinian people in its recent attack on Gaza.

"These are crimes described as war crimes, as genocide, and the attack has taken 2,000 victims and so many of them were women and children and old people.  91 families were completely eliminated, and so many houses were destroyed and schools and 75 UNRWA schools were also attacked and destroyed, even although those schools had been a refuge for those that had to flee their houses.

"Attacks on UNRWA buildings were, in spite of appeals by UNRWA leaders not to attack United Nations buildings.  Egyptian efforts were supported by the Arab community and led to a ceasefire.  Egypt and Norway called for a conference on Palestine.  There were many countries that attended and international bodies attended it, and the conference called for a complete lifting of the blockade on Gaza.  

"The occupying power, however, persisted in its settlement policy in order to seize more Palestinian land, and Israel is protecting settlers who are committing offenses against Palestinian civilians.  Settlers have attacked mosques and have written racist slogans on buildings, calling for death to all Arabs.  

"We are disturbed over Palestinian detainees kept in rather inhuman conditions in Israeli prisons.  Some of them are women and children, and this shows the racist face of the occupying power, which is carrying out an extremist policy on the ground.  

"Israel is taking illegal steps to Judaicize [sic] East Jerusalem and destroying old houses and trying to change the very demography and culture of that city by carrying out measures to change the history of the city and to change its Muslim culture.  There have also been many other steps taken in the Jordan Valley as well, which would be a promising area for the state of Palestine. 

"Mr. Chairman, for the Palestinian people to become free, like all other peoples of the world, the international community must take action to compel Israel to comply with the resolutions adopted by the international community, implementing Security Council resolution 242 and also complying with the Arab peace initiative, which was so welcomed by the entire international community because that is really a solid foundation for a way to build an end to this situation so that Palestine can establish a state within the pre-1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capital.  

"The initiative is also an effort to find a solution for Palestinian refugees.  We support the efforts by the Palestinian leaders, including the requests for international protection for the Palestinian people in occupied territories, including East Jerusalem.  

"There is also the question of the conference of the state's parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 with a view to implementing it in the occupied territories.  We also support the government of national union, and we call on the international community to provide every possible support to that government.  

"We must reject any efforts by Israel to prevent the government from doing its work or to undermine it.  The Arab League, the League of Arab States, will always support the rights of the Palestinian people to establish their own state within the 1967 borders, and we shall continue our support and support all efforts by the international community with a view to the establishment of an independent Palestinian state.  

"We shall do so within the Security Council as well with a view to setting a deadline for an Israeli withdraw in accordance with the recent decision by the Arab League in its ministerial statement.  We also support the Swedish position, which Sweden recognized the state of Palestine, and we also welcome the British Parliament's recognition of the state of Palestine, and we would urge all states that have not yet taken such a step to proceed to recognize the state of Palestine.

"Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, the Palestinian people have been waiting for a very long time for their aspirations to be implemented so that they can establish a viable, independent state that can live side by side with Israel in peace and security.  It is our duty to unite so that the hopes of the people who have been living for over half a century under this injustice, it is time for their hopes to come true so that they can have a decent life for future generations.  And this will be helpful to the region as a whole, and indeed, to the entire world.

"If we fail in our duty, history will not forgive us.  History will not absolve us.  It is the duty of the Security Council responsible for international peace and security to take decisions which will set a deadline for withdraw by the occupying power from Palestine territory, and this decision must acknowledge the 7/67 borders."  Thank you very much.  

